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Does NATO Have a Middle East Strategy?
A Critical Reading from the Southern Flank

VEYSEL KURT*

ORCID NO: 0000-0003-4619-4018 veysel.kurt@medeniyet.edu.tr

ABSTRACT: This article traces the historical and institutional evolution of NATO’s
Middle East role, from post-Cold War partnerships to the 2026 Ankara Summit. It ar-
gues that NATO lacks a unified regional strategy, instead developing a gradual Southern
approach that combines partnerships, crisis management, counterterrorism, maritime
security, and capacity building. Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine renewed attention to
the Eastern Flank while paradoxically reframing threats from the South. Madrid 2022
and Washington 2024 advanced this process through institutionalizing the Southern
Neighborhood approach within NATO’s 360-degree security framework. Nevertheless,
expanded institutional activity does not constitute a comprehensive Middle East strat-
egy. A U.S./Israeli-Iranian war could generate new divisions within the alliance.
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